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(58) Technical fields searched (Int. CI. 6 , DB) 
G02B 26/08 

(54) [Title of the device] 

Optical path switching unit 
[Claim 1] An optical path switching unit having a pair of reflecting 
mirrors comprising each a main face, rotation means having a rotation 
shaft for rotating the rotation shaft at 90° increments around the shaft 
center, and a mirror holder fixed to the rotation shaft, for holding said 
pair of reflecting mirrors, in such a way that a pair of planes 
containing said main planes of said pair of reflecting mirrors form 
each an angle of 45° with a single plane containing the axis of said 
rotation shaft, and that said main planes of said pair of reflecting 
mirrors are plane-symmetrical with said single plane, wherein 

at a first position, said main face of a first reflective mirror 
among said pair of reflective mirrors reflects an incident light beam in 
a first direction perpendicular to the propagation direction of said 
incident light beam, and within another plane perpendicular to the axis 
of said rotation shaft and containing the incident light beam; and at a 
second position, said rotation shaft is rotated 90° around the axis 
thereof from said first position by said rotation means, said incident 
light beam is allowed to propagate in said propagation direction 
without being reflected; and at a third position, said rotation shaft is 
rotated further 90° around the axis thereof from said second position 
by said rotation means, said main face of the second reflective mirror 
among said pair of reflective mirrors reflects said incident light beam 
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in a second direction opposite to said first direction perpendicular to 
said propagation direction within said another plane. 
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